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The talk consists of three parts. The speaker will first look at the 

empirical data, and then discuss what we already know about 

climate change in China, before finally discussing urbanization 

trends and explaining why this is a particular concern for China.

Marc Gronwald is Senior Associate Professor in Economics at Xi’an 

Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU) in Suzhou. He obtained his 

PhD in Economics from the University of Hamburg. Prior to his 

appointment at IBSS, Marc held appointments as Senior Lecturer 

in Economics at the University of Aberdeen, and as Economist at 

the ifo Institute for Economic Research, Munich. Marc’s research 

focuses on identifying, describing, and explaining patterns in 

univariate and multivariate time series data. He is particularly 

interested in large price movements, and he attempts to 

understand whether or not these movements can be explained by 

market fundamentals. In addition, he is interested in co-

movement between time series. He works on a number of 

commodity and financial markets, in particular crude oil markets, 

emissions trading schemes such as the EU ETS, and markets for 

cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin. Recently, Marc also began 

working in the area of climate econometrics. In addition to these 

specific research areas, Marc has a general interest in economics 

of climate change, energy transition, and evaluation of 

environmental economic policies. Marc actively publishes in 

journals such as Energy Economics, Journal of International 

Money and Finance, and Environmental and Resource Economics.

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 
policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 
a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 
influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org..
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