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With 1.4 billion people spread across hundreds of cities, it's no 

secret that China contains multitudes, with every possible kind of 

person living every kind of possible life. But what is the most typical 

or the most "average" Chinese experience? And why should we even 

care? In this talk, we head inland, to the thick median of the Chinese 

4th-tier heartland, in an attempt to answer, once and for all: What 

does "real China" even mean, and if it exists, where can we find it?

David Fishman is Senior Manager at the Lantau Group. He lives in 

Shanghai, where he has spent the last 13 years in the Chinese power 

industry. Besides his work in the electricity sector, he is also known 

for his online writing, where he describes his experiences traveling 

across the small cities and towns of China, the changes he observes, 

and the real, unfiltered perspectives of the people living there. 

China Crossroads hosts talks on all topics related to China, including business, foreign 

policy, and other areas as they relate to China, the idea being that China is both already 

a “crossroads” of the world and itself at a “crossroads” in terms of its future global 

influence. For more information, contact Frank Tsai at editor@shanghai-review.org.. 
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